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and created a good impression on all. If women start contributing
their share in every field of service which is safe for them, our capa-
city for work will be doubled.
We also know that the Government will not, as far as possible,
arrest women. Men, of course, are to get themselves arrested.
Women, therefore, will have to take over much of the men's work.
NEED FOR FEARLESSNESS
All that is needed for this purpose is fearlessness. Only those
who are pure can possess it. Our minds have become so corrupt
that we are always apprehensive about women's purity. In acting
thus, we defame all people in the world. We regard woman as so
weak that we think she is incapable of preserving her virtue, and
man so fallen that his attitude towards woman can be only lust-
ful. Both these notions are disgraceful. If our men and women
are really what we think them to be, then we must confess that
we are entirely unfit for swaraj. We have no reason to assume
that Englishmen and women observe no restraints. Englishwomen
do all kinds of work by way of service, whereas if we require a nurse,
we find it difficult to get anyone wlao will do the work,
If swaraj is really drawing nearer, women will daily become
more capable of protecting their honour.   They must shed their
fear.   The notion that a woman is incapable of preserving her
virtue is false.  It is contrary to experience and a matter of shame
for both men and women. There certainly arc brutish men in the
world who commit such crimes, but that man does not exist nor
will he ever be born who can force himself upon a woman who
values her chastity.  It has, of course, to be admitted that not every
woman possesses this spiritual strength and purity.   We ourselves
have brought this about. From the very start, we train our girls in
such a way that they become incapable of protecting themselves.
By the time the girl has become a woman, the false teaching has
taken firm hold of her and she is convinced that a woman is utterly
helpless before a man, whoever he may be.   If, however, there
is such a thing as truth and purity in the world, I wish to state
categorically that woman has within her sufficient strength to pre-
serve her chastity.   The woman who calls upon Rama when in
danger will surely be protected by Him. Which evil man will dare
to approach a woman who is prepared to die ?  Her very eyes will
shine with such light that any vicious man will be unnerved by it.
The power to die everyone has but few desire to use it,   When
someone wishes to dishonour a woman, when a man is in danger
of being overmastered by lust, such a man and woman have a right